
Alaska’s Alternate Proficiency Level Descriptors – Grades 9 and 10 
 

 

Proficiency 
Level 

Reading Writing Math Score 
Ranges 

Advanced The student answers who, what, 
when, where, and why questions 
about a reading passage; uses 
strategies for decoding unfamiliar 
words and reads sentences with 
increasingly complex text; 
understands the difference between 
fact and opinion; and follows more 
complex written directions. 
 

The student shows increasing 
complexity in sentence structure; 
consistently uses supporting details 
that are related to the topic; 
consistently organizes information 
about a topic in a variety of forms 
for different audiences and 
purposes that communicates a clear 
message; and corrects errors in 
spelling, capitalization (including 
proper nouns), end punctuation, 
and commas. 

The student performs addition of multiple 
single-digit numbers; uses simple patterns to 
solve problems; determines the amount of 
money needed for a purchase; divides single-
digit numbers by single-digit numbers; and 
identifies whole, one-half, one-quarter, one-
third, and three-fourths. 
 

Reading 
57 or above 

Writing 
82 or above 
Mathematics 
81 or above 

Proficient The student answers who (main 
character), what (main idea, 
problem and solution), when and 
where (setting) questions about a 
reading passage; identifies the 
theme and makes predictions about 
a reading passage; summarizes text 
accurately in correct sequence; 
decodes unfamiliar words using 
knowledge of letter-sound 
relationships (phonics) and word 
structure (base word, prefix, suffix); 
and follows multi-step written 
directions to complete a task. 

The student produces a variety of 
simple sentences that support a 
topic; communicates ideas for 
different audiences by using a 
variety of purposes that clearly 
communicates a message; uses 
simple editing strategies, such as 
checking for correct capitalization, 
punctuation and spelling. 
 

The student performs double-digit addition and 
subtraction with regrouping; uses and applies 
basic units of measurement (e.g., time, 
measurement, temperature, distance, or 
volume); multiplies single-digit numbers by 
single-digit numbers; rounds numbers to the 
nearest ten; and identifies whole, one-half, one-
quarter, and three-quarters. 
 

Reading 
43-56 

Writing 
47-81 

Mathematics 
63-80 

Below 
Proficient 

The student reads simple sentences 
of 2-3 words; answers one who, 
what, or where question about a 
passage read aloud; and follows 1- 
and 2-step written directions. 
 

The student exhibits a limited or an 
unfocused idea that does not 
support a topic; communicates own 
ideas by using incomplete and 
complete sentences; and edits some 
errors in punctuation and 
capitalization. 

The student reads and writes two-digit 
numbers; identifies size (bigger and smaller); 
reads a simple graph; identifies properties of 
basic geometric shapes (triangle, circle, and 
square); finds and supplies the missing element 
in a repeating pattern; and sorts coins by their 
value. 

Reading 
22-42 

Writing 
24-46 

Mathematics 
24-62 

Far Below 
Proficient 

There is a significant need for 
additional instructional 
opportunities to achieve the 
proficient level. 

There is a significant need for 
additional instructional 
opportunities to achieve the 
proficient level. 

There is a significant need for additional 
instructional opportunities to achieve the 
proficient level. 

Reading 
21 or below 

Writing 
23 or below 
Mathematics 
23 or below 


